CHAPTER 1: OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE CHAPTER 1 - OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE (PART 1) - TEACHER NOTES

TEACHING THROUGH THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

Chapter 1: Of the Holy Scripture

LESSON 002 TEACHER NOTES

REVIEW FROM PREVIOUS LESSON

Last week we considered how Scripture demands that we confess it. God’s Word is our authority, yet
He designed it to be taught and explained through the church: by parents, elders, and those who
are ahead of us in the faith. Confessions and catechisms serve that purpose, not by adding to
Scripture, but by summarizing what the whole Bible teaches in a clear and memorable way. We’ve
received a good inheritance, and our duty is to guard it and pass it on faithfully to the next

generation.

The Necessity of the Bible

TEACHING NOTE
The Westminster Confession starts with the Word because Sola Scriptura, the necessity and suprema-
cy of the Word, is a central pillar of the Christian faith that was known for centuries and re-discov-
ered during the Reformation. Our entire faith rests upon the Word. What we see here is the utter ne-
cessity of God’s divine revelation of Himself if we would have any hope of salvation.

“For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature,
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things
that have been made. So they are without excuse.” Romans 1:19-20

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH 1.1
1. Although the light of nature, and the works of creation and providence do so far manifest
the goodness, wisdom, and power of God, as to leave men unexcusable; yet are they not suf-
ficient to give that knowledge of God, and of his will, which is necessary unto salvation.
Therefore it pleased the Lord, at sundry times, and in divers manners, to reveal himself, and
to declare that his will unto his church; and afterwards, for the better preserving and propa-
gating of the truth, and for the more sure establishment and comfort of the church against
the corruption of the flesh, and the malice of Satan and of the world, to commit the same
wholly unto writing: which maketh the Holy Scripture to be most necessary; those former

ways of God’s revealing his will unto his people being now ceased.

TEACHING CONTENT
Natural Revelation: Creation testifies clearly that there is a God and that He is skillful, wise, and
good, this is enough to condemn us for falling short of His law but not to know God savingly. We can
know of Him as creator and Judge from nature but we cannot know Him as savior without more. We
can know of Him, but we cannot know him savingly from creation alone. (Psalm 19:1-4, Romans
1:19-20, 1 Corinthians 1:21)
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Special Revelation: To truly know God He must condescend to us and reveal Himself to us. This
came to His church in various means across history: prophets, dreams, visions, but has now been
written down for us in the Scriptures. He has told us who He is and what He has done for us in
Christ. Special revelation allows us sufficient knowledge of God to be saved through faith in Christ
by showing us His character, His covenant, and His promise of redemption. (Hebrews 1:1-2, 2
Timothy 3:16-17, 2 Peter 1:20-21)

The Written Word: To ensure that this revelation would not be lost and that His people would know
and hear the gospel, He had it committed to writing. This is because of the corruption of the flesh,
the malice of Satan and of the world, which all work together to conspire to hide and distort the
truths of God. Having the objective Scriptures gives the church an unchanging anchor to preach,
teach, read, and appeal to in every generation. (Isaiah 30:8, Luke 1:3-4, Romans 15:4, 2 Peter 1:19-
21)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. If creation clearly reveals God’s existence and power, why isn’t that enough for salvation?
What is missing from what nature can tell us?
General revelation reveals God’s power, justice, and divinity, which leaves all men without excuse, but it

reveals nothing of the gospel. Nature shows us our guilt before a holy Creator, but it cannot reveal
Christ, the covenant of grace, or the way of redemption through faith.

2. God revealed himself through prophets, dreams, and visions for centuries. Why is having it
written down actually better for the church than continuing revelation would be?
A written text preserves God’s truth intact across generations, guarding it against human forgetfulness,

oral distortion, and Satan’s lies. It gives the church an objective, public standard so all believers can test
every teacher, doctrine, and practice against the same unchanging benchmark.

3. Our own sinful tendencies, the culture around us, and spiritual opposition all work togeth-
er to distort God’s truth. Where have you seen this happen in history or in your own life?
In church history, elevating human tradition and unwritten teachings alongside Scripture led to medieval
errors like indulgences, clerical celibacy, and papal supremacy. In modern culture, the church has been
tempted to abandon teaching about creation, gender roles, gender itself, the reality of hell, and any
number of other clear biblical truths.

4. When your personal feelings fluctuate or difficult circumstances arise, how does resting on
an objective, unchanging written promise provide a stability?

It gives us an immovable foundation of truth when our circumstances, trials, or feelings scream the op-
posite. It is based on God’s unchanging character and made clear in His unchanging Word.

5. If the Bible is truly our only sufficient and necessary guide for knowing God and His will,
how should that conviction practically reshape the way you seek guidance, make decisions,
and evaluate the advice of the world?

We should submit all worldly counsel, cultural trends, and personal impulses to the Word. We will stop
chasing mystical signs or inner impressions for daily decisions, resting instead in the ordinary means of
grace, prayer, and sanctified biblical wisdom from our Elders. We will make immersion in the Word our
primary discipline for discerning God’s will and shaping our conscience.
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The Content of the Bible

TEACHING NOTE

By specifically listing the sixty-six canonical books and rejecting the Apocrypha, the Confession
forces us to recognize that we cannot safely rely on God’s Word for salvation if we don’t know exact-
ly what is His Word and what isn’t. This is a specific area of disagreement with the Roman Catholic
Church, but they only decided to formally accept the apocrypha as scripture at the Council of Trent
in 1546.

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be com-
plete, equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH 1.2-3

2. Under the name of Holy Scripture, or the Word of God written, are now contained all the
books of the Old and New Testaments, which are these:

Of the Old Testament: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges,
Ruth, I Samuel, IT Samuel, I Kings, II Kings, I Chronicles, IT Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah,
Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, The Song of Songs, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.

Of the New Testament: The Gospels according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, John; The Acts of
the Apostles; Paul’s Epistles to the Romans, Corinthians I, Corinthians II, Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians I, Thessalonians II, to Timothy I, to
Timothy II, to Titus, to Philemon; The Epistle to the Hebrews; The Epistle of James; The
first and second Epistles of Peter; The first, second, and third Epistles of John; The Epistle
of Jude; The Revelation of John.

All which are given by inspiration of God to be the rule of faith and life.

3. The books commonly called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are no part of the
canon of the Scripture, and therefore are of no authority in the church of God, nor to be any
otherwise approved, or made use of, than other human writings.

TEACHING CONTENT

No Continuing Revelation: Christ is the center of history, all of the Old Testament points forward to
the coming Messiah and the New Testament speaks of Christ’s life, death, resurrection, ascension,
and His creation of His church. As such God has ordained that everything necessary concerning
Christ should be written down. “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fa-
thers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son...,” (Hebrews 1:1-2). As
such, we have all that we need in it for faith and godliness and we will get no more special revela-
tion until Christ comes again. (Jude 1:3, Revelation 22:18-19, Ephesians 2:20)

-30f12-



CHAPTER 1: OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE CHAPTER 1 - OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE (PART 1) - TEACHER NOTES

Authority of Scripture: If the scripture is the only rule of faith and practice, then we have to know
which books are scripture and which aren’t. There are many books written by the church that are
helpful and good, including some of the Apocrypha, but if they are not the Word then they have no
authority to regulate the Christian life or bind the conscience. (2 Timothy 3:16-17, 1 Thessalonians
2:13, Matthew 15:6-9, Deuteronomy 12:32)

Canon of Scripture: The history of the church shows that there are 66 books of the Bible. 39 books
in the Old Testament, as has always been affirmed by the Jews in the Old Covenant, and 27 books in
the New Testament as was recognized by the church very early on. To be clear, at no point did the
church choose which books were scripture and which weren'’t, they only recognized and formalized
what God had made clear to His people. ( Galatians 1:8-9, 2 Peter 1:20-21, 2 Peter 3:15-16)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Some Christians today claim to receive new revelation from God. What is the theological
problem with claiming continuing revelation?
It undermines the sufficiency and finality of Scripture as a direct attack on Sola Scriptura. Because God

spoke definitively through His Son and laid the foundation of the church through the apostles and
prophets (Ephesians 2:20) claiming new revelation implies that the Word is incomplete.

2. Why does it matter which books are in the Bible?

The Word is the standard of what we believe and how we live. Only the Word can bind men’s con-
sciences to do or not do anything. Adding to it or subtracting from it could only serve to damage or even
destroy our faith as we do and believe wrong things or incomplete things.

3. The church recognized the canon rather than choosing it. What is the difference, and why
does that distinction matter?

The church did not choose which books belong in the bible, they recognized corporately which books
God had inspired and intended for inclusion in the bible. The authority of scripture is based upon God’s
authorship and is self-authenticating. The Church is built on the Word, not the Word on the foundation
of the Church.

4. Why do you think God chose to have his revelation written down rather than simply passed
on through trusted teachers and oral tradition?

Written text provides an objective, unchanging anchor for the faith throughout all generations. By defini-
tion an oral tradition cannot be double checked and a teacher is the final say on what it says. With the
written word we can check teachers, confirm truths, study ourselves.

The Authority of the Bible

TEACHING NOTE

The Scriptures have authority over the church because they are the Word of God. He has spoken and
we, as His people, must listen. It is the inward testimony of the Holy Spirit that confirms and seals
the truth of everything contained within it. So even though the church plays an incredibly important
role in the life of the believer, ultimately the officers of the church are only stewards of what God
has revealed with no power to impose their own will upon believers.
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‘And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well
to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and
the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that no prophecy

of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever

produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along
by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Peter 1:19-21

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH 1.4-5

4. The authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed, and obeyed, depen-
deth not upon the testimony of any man, or church; but wholly upon God (who is truth it-
self) the author thereof: and therefore it is to be received, because it is the Word of God.

5. We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the church to an high and reverent es-
teem of the Holy Scripture. And the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine,
the majesty of the style, the consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole (which is, to give
all glory to God), the full discovery it makes of the only way of man’s salvation, the many
other incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof, are arguments whereby it
doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God: yet notwithstanding, our full persua-
sion and assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority thereof, is from the inward

work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts.

TEACHING CONTENT

The Work of the Spirit: The scriptures make it clear that they are the Word of God by the illuminat-
ing work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts pointing us to the truth of the Word. “My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and they follow me,” (John 10:27). When the believer reads the Word the
Holy Spirit opens their hearts and minds not just to understand what is written, but to believe that it
is the Word of God. This is not a subjective standard based on personal feeling, but an objective
standard based on the work and character of God. (1 Corinthians 2:12-14, 1 Thessalonians 1:5, 1
Corinthians 12:3)

Other Evidences for the Scripture: It is only the inward testimony of the Holy Spirit that we know
for certain the scriptures are the Word of God and yet God has given many other evidences to
strengthen and build up our faith. The internal content of the Word is clearly divine having more
glory, consistency, grace, and beauty than is possible for any merely human work. Furthermore the
church of all ages has testified to the scriptures as the Word of God, recognizing and affirming it’s
authority. (Psalm 19:7-10, Hebrews 4:12, Proverbs 30:5)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How do we know that the Bible is the Word of God?

The Scriptures show that they were written by God through their heavenly wisdom, unity of message
over many centuries, and power to change hearts and minds. But our full certainty that the Bible is the
infallible Word of God comes only through the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness in our
hearts.
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2. What does it mean for us that the Bible is the Word of God?

It means Scripture is the only rule of faith and practice, binding on every believer’s conscience and that

we are obligated to receive, believe, and obey it as God’s will for us. It means that we have an objective,
unchanging anchor that remains the same despite the changing circumstances of this world and the cor-
ruption of men.

3. What about the Bible strikes you as clearly more than a human book?

It is all about Christ from thousands of years before Christ was born through to the closing of the canon,
every prophecy was fulfilled, every type and shadow revealed in Christ. It also has demonstrable power
to convict, convert, and sanctify.

4. Why is it important that our ultimate assurance of Scripture’s authority comes from the
Holy Spirit rather than from arguments or evidence?
Arguments and evidences can be debated, disputed, or overwhelmed by counter-arguments. They can be
helpful but they will never give you certainty. Only the Holy Spirit will give you that certainty. This also
protects Sola Scriptura, because the Word’s authority rests on God’s testimony not man’s arguments and
therefore it cannot be overthrown by man’s arguments.

5. What would it mean practically for a church if its officers believed they had authority over
Scripture rather than under it?
They would add to or subtract from God’s Word, neglecting or contradicting the parts they don’t like and
binding consciences with commands God never gave. The corruption of man means that the church
would be full of abuses. The medieval church shows the reality of this through papal supremacy, clerical
celibacy, indulgences, simony, and many more traditions that overruled the Word.

6. If someone says “the Holy Spirit told me something that contradicts the Bible,” how would
you respond using what the Confession teaches here?

The Holy Spirit never contradicts His own Word. Any private impression that contradicts the written
Word is not from the Spirit but from the person’s own desires or spiritual deception. Any claim of revela-
tion, insight or wisdom must be judged against the standard of the Word.
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References — Chapter 1

— Monergism, WCF Study Guide 1.2-3 - The Canon of Scripture

WWW.monerqism.com/canon-scriptu re-wcf-12-3

— Monergism, WCF Study Guide 1.4-5 - The Authority of Scripture

www.monergism.com/wsf-14-authority-scripture

— Monergism, WCF Study Guide 1.6 - The Sufficiency of Scripture

www.monergism.com/sufficiency-scripture-wcf-16

— Monergism, WCF Study Guide 1.7 - The Clarity of Scripture

www.monergism.com/clarity-scripture-wcf-17

— Monergism, WCF Study Guide 1.8 - The Preservation of Scripture

www.monergism.com/preservation-scripture-wcf-18

— Monergism, WCF Study Guide 1.9 - The Interpretation of Scripture

www.monergism.com/interpretation-scipture-wcf-19

— Monergism, WCF Study Guide 1.10 - The Supreme Judge of Scripture

www.monergism.com/supreme-judge-scripture-wcf-110

Glossary — Chapter 1

A note on these definitions: this glossary was compiled with the help of Al, drawing on a number of sources. | am not the author
of these definitions and do not claim them as my own work. They are offered as a study aid; Scripture and the Westminster
Standards remain the authority.

Apocrypha —A group of Jewish books written in the centuries between the Old and New Testaments.
The Confession teaches that they are “not being of divine inspiration,” are “no part of the canon of the
Scripture,” and have no authority in the church. Some are useful as history or devotional reading, but
they are to be used like any other human writing. Rome declared them to be Scripture at the Council of
Trent in 1546.

Authority of Scripture —The Bible, as the Word of God, has the complete right to demand our belief and
command our obedience. This authority does not come from the church, from scholars, or from any hu-
man endorsement, but from God alone. It carries full authority simply because God Himself is its author,
and God cannot lie or be mistaken.

Biblical Theology —The study of God’s progressive revelation through Scripture’s historical unfolding,
tracing themes from Genesis to Revelation and showing how God’s redemptive plan develops through the
covenants and culminates in Christ.

Bodily Resurrection —The truth that Christ rose from the dead in the same body in which He suffered,
and that at the last day all the dead will be raised with the selfsame bodies, reunited to their souls. The
righteous will be raised to honor and the unjust to dishonor. The Christian hope is not escape from the
body but the redemption of the body.
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Canon of Scripture —The fixed, authoritative rule of faith and life consisting exclusively of the sixty-six
inspired books of the Old and New Testaments. The true church does not create, choose, or give authority
to the canon; rather, it simply recognizes and formalizes the specific books that God has uniquely given
by divine inspiration.

Catechism —A summary of Christian doctrine, usually in question-and-answer form, used to teach the
faith clearly and help believers memorize it. The Westminster Shorter and Larger Catechisms are the cate-
chisms of our church. A catechism adds nothing to Scripture; it organizes what Scripture teaches so that
it can be learned, remembered, and passed on.

Catholic (Roman Catholic) —The Roman Catholic Church under the authority of the Pope, distinct from
the Protestant churches, and claiming exclusive continuity with the historic church.

Clerical Celibacy —The requirement that ministers remain unmarried. Scripture assumes that elders and
pastors may be married (1 Timothy 3:2) and calls forbidding marriage a teaching of demons (1 Timothy
4:1-3). The medieval church’s imposition of celibacy is an example of binding the conscience with rules
God never gave.

Confession —The public declaration or formal written summary of biblical doctrines and convictions
held by believers and the church.

Conscience —The inner sense of right and wrong that God has placed in every person, which accuses or
excuses our thoughts and actions. Only God can bind the conscience, and He does so only through His
Word. No church, officer, or tradition may require a person to believe or do anything as a matter of con-
science that God has not commanded in Scripture.

Continuing Revelation —The claim that God is still giving new, authoritative revelation to the church
beyond what is written in Scripture. The Confession teaches that God’s former ways of revealing His will
are “now ceased,” and that nothing is to be added to Scripture “whether by new revelations of the Spirit,
or traditions of men.” God still leads, illumines, and comforts His people, but always through His com-
pleted Word, never beside it.

Council of Trent —The Roman Catholic council held between 1545 and 1563 in response to the
Reformation. At Trent, Rome formally declared the Apocrypha to be Scripture, placed church tradition
alongside Scripture as an authority, and condemned the Reformation doctrine of justification by faith
alone.

Covenant —A binding relationship that God sovereignly establishes with man, with promises and obliga-
tions. The Confession teaches that the distance between God and the creature is so great that we could
never enjoy Him “but by some voluntary condescension on God’s part, which he hath been pleased to ex-
press by way of covenant.” Scripture speaks of the covenant of works with Adam and the covenant of
grace in Christ.

Covenant of Grace —God’s gracious covenant, made after the fall, in which He “freely offereth unto sin-
ners life and salvation by Jesus Christ; requiring of them faith in him, that they may be saved.” It was first
announced in Genesis 3:15, administered through promises, sacrifices, and types in the Old Testament,
and fulfilled in Christ. There are not two covenants of grace but one, the same in substance in every age.
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Divine Attributes —The perfections of God that He has revealed to us, such as His being, wisdom, pow-
er, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. The Shorter Catechism summarizes them: God is “a Spirit, infi-
nite, eternal, and unchangeable” in all of these. Some attributes belong to God alone, such as His eternity
and immutability, while others are reflected in a small measure in His creatures, such as wisdom and
goodness.

Divine Condescension —God’s gracious stooping down to make Himself known to His creatures.
Because the distance between the Creator and the creature is so great, we could never reach up to know
God unless He came down to reveal Himself. He does this in His Word, in His covenant, in human lan-
guage we can understand, and supremely in the incarnation of His Son. All true knowledge of God is a
gift of His condescension.

Doctrine —The body of authoritative biblical teachings and foundational principles of the Christian faith.

Elder —A man ordained to the office of spiritual oversight, teaching, and governance of the congrega-
tion, divided into two types: teaching elders (ministers) and ruling elders.

Five Solas —Five Latin phrases summarizing Reformation principles: Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone),
Sola Fide (faith alone), Sola Gratia (grace alone), Solus Christus (Christ alone), and Soli Deo Gloria (to
God alone be glory).

Foreordination —God’s eternal appointment of what will come to pass, both the ends and the means.
The Confession teaches that God has “fore-ordained all the means” by which He brings His elect to glory.
To ordain is not merely to foresee or permit, but to determine with purpose. What God has foreordained
is certain, and it comes to pass in the course of history through ordinary means and genuine human
choices.

Grace —God’s unmerited favor toward sinners; His free gift of salvation and divine enablement that can-
not be earned or deserved.

Hell —The place of everlasting punishment, where the wicked who know not God and obey not the
gospel are cast into eternal torment and punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord. Hell is not a place of chaos outside of God’s rule but the righteous expression of His justice against
sin. There is no one in hell who does not deserve to be there, and there is no one in heaven who does.

Historia Salutis —The unfolding of God’s redemptive work in history, from creation and the fall through
Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and ascension, culminating in the final consummation of all things.

Holy Spirit —The third person of the Trinity, eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son, who ap-
plies redemption through regeneration, indwells believers, and sanctifies them progressively.

Indulgences —In the medieval Roman Catholic Church, a remission of temporal punishment for sin
granted by the church, often in exchange for money or pious acts. The sale of indulgences was the imme-
diate cause of Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses in 1517. It is a clear example of what happens when
human tradition is placed over Scripture and the free grace of the gospel.

Infallible —Where inerrancy speaks to the factual accuracy of the original manuscripts, infallibility
speaks to the Bible’s complete trustworthiness as our guide for faith and life. Because God cannot de-
ceive, His Word will never mislead us, though we may certainly mislead ourselves through careless or
faithless reading of it.
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Inspiration —Inspiration refers to the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit breathing out God’s Word
through chosen human authors. The biblical writers were not robots or passive dictation machines. God
worked through their genuine personalities, languages, and experiences so that every word they wrote
was truly theirs, and yet every word was also truly God’s. The result is a Bible that is fully human in its
expression and fully divine in its authority.

Magisterial Authority —Scripture’s supreme, ruling authority over all matters of faith and practice, be-
longing exclusively to God speaking in His Word.

Magisterial Reformers —Reformation leaders (such as Martin Luther, John Calvin, and Ulrich Zwingli)
whose work shaped the church through biblical teaching in cooperation with civil governing authorities.

Ministerial Authority —The kind of authority given to church officers and church courts. It is ministerial,
meaning they serve under Christ, and declarative, meaning they declare what His Word already says.
They may not make new laws or bind the conscience with anything God has not commanded. Only
Christ, speaking in Scripture, has ruling authority over the church.

Natural Revelation —God has revealed Himself to every human being through the created world and
the works of His providence. This revelation is real and true: it communicates genuine knowledge of
God’s existence, power, goodness, and wisdom. However, it is not saving knowledge. Natural revelation
leaves every person without excuse before God on the day of judgment, but it cannot tell us who Christ
is, how sinners are forgiven, or what we must do to be saved. It is enough to condemn, but not to save.

Ordinary Means of Grace —The primary outward instruments ordained by God—principally the Word,
sacraments, and prayer—through which the Holy Spirit works salvation and spiritual growth in believers.

Papal Supremacy —The Roman Catholic teaching that the pope, as bishop of Rome, holds supreme au-
thority over the whole church on earth. The Reformed churches reject this, confessing that the Lord Jesus
Christ alone is the head of the church and that the Holy Spirit speaking in Scripture is the supreme judge
in all controversies of religion.

Progressive Revelation —God’s unfolding disclosure of His truth and redemptive plan step by step
across biblical history, from Genesis to its culmination in Christ.

Providence —God’s continuous upholding, directing, and governing of all creation, creatures, and events
according to His eternal decree and holy wisdom.

Redemption —The act by which Christ purchased His people out of bondage to sin, death, and Satan by
paying the price of His own blood. To redeem is to buy back. The Confession teaches that the elect, “be-
ing fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ,” and that none are redeemed by Christ but the elect only.
Christ did not die to make redemption possible, but to actually redeem His people.

Reformation —The sixteenth-century movement, led by men such as Martin Luther and John Calvin,
that called the church back to the authority of Scripture and the gospel of grace. The Reformers did not
invent new doctrine but recovered the teaching of Scripture and the early church, summarized in the five
solas. The Westminster Confession is one of the mature fruits of the Reformation.

Revelation —God’s direct act of making His character, will, and redemptive purpose known to mankind,
culminated in the written Scriptures. See also Natural Revelation and Special Revelation.
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Rule of Faith —Because God is the single author of Scripture, the Bible never contradicts itself. This
means the Bible is its own best interpreter. When a passage is difficult or obscure, the answer is not to
look to church tradition or human reason as the final word, but to compare that passage with other parts
of Scripture that speak more clearly on the same subject. Difficult texts are always interpreted in light of
clearer ones, never the other way around.

Sanctification —The work of God’s free grace, whereby believers are renewed in the whole man after the
image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness.

Self-Authenticating —The truth that Scripture carries its own authority because God is its author, so that
it does not depend on the approval of any man or church to be the Word of God. The church recognizes
the Scriptures; it does not make them authoritative. As the Confession says, Scripture’s authority depends
“not upon the testimony of any man, or church; but wholly upon God (who is truth itself) the author
thereof.”

Simony —The buying or selling of church offices or spiritual things, named after Simon the magician,
who tried to buy the power of the Holy Spirit with money (Acts 8:18-24). Simony was widespread in the
medieval church and was one of the corruptions the Reformation sought to remedy.

Sola Fide —The Reformation doctrine that believers are justified before God solely by faith in Jesus
Christ, apart from works.

Sola Gratia —The Reformation doctrine that salvation is entirely by God’s free grace, without any human
merit or contribution.

Sola Scriptura —Latin for “Scripture alone,” the Reformation principle that Scripture is the final and
supreme authority over the faith and life of the church. We value creeds, confessions, and the wisdom of
the church as faithful summaries of Scripture, but they have no authority of their own. No council, pope,
elder, or tradition can bind the conscience where Scripture has not spoken.

Soli Deo Gloria —The Reformation principle that all of creation, salvation, and human life exist ulti-
mately to glorify God alone.

Solus Christus —The Reformation principle that Jesus Christ is the only mediator and sufficient Savior
for fallen humanity.

Special Revelation —God’s voluntary condescension to actively step in and communicate His character,
His specific will, and the plan of salvation directly to His chosen people. Historically given ‘at sundry
times, and in divers manners’ through methods like dreams, visions, and the prophets, it has now been
fully and permanently committed to writing in the Holy Scriptures.

Spirit —A being without body or material parts, immaterial and invisible. To confess God as “a most pure
spirit” affirms that He has no physical form and is not composed of parts, but is simple, whole, and undi-
vided in His being. As spirit, He is present everywhere and is perceived not by the senses but known
through His revelation.

Sundry —Various, of many kinds. When the Confession says God revealed Himself “at sundry times, and
in divers manners,” it means at many different times and in many different ways, such as through
prophets, dreams, and visions (Hebrews 1:1). “Sundry other just and holy ends” means various other
purposes.
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Testimony of the Holy Spirit —The work of the Holy Spirit by which He persuades the believer that the
Scriptures are truly the Word of God. The Confession teaches that “our full persuasion and assurance of
the infallible truth and divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing wit-
ness by and with the Word in our hearts.” Evidences and arguments can strengthen our confidence, but
only the Spirit gives certainty. The Spirit does not add to the Word; He bears witness to it.

The Light of Nature —The knowledge of God and of right and wrong that all people have through cre-
ation, providence, and conscience. The Confession teaches that the light of nature shows God’s goodness,
wisdom, and power so clearly “as to leave men unexcusable,” yet it is not sufficient to give the knowledge
of God necessary for salvation. Some circumstances of worship and church government are also to be or-
dered by the light of nature and Christian prudence. See also Natural Revelation.

Typology —The way God used real people, events, and institutions in the Old Testament to foreshadow
Christ and His work. The Passover lamb, the temple, the priesthood, and the sacrifices were real in their
own time, and they were also shadows pointing forward to the substance, which is Christ. Types are not
hidden codes but God’s pattern in history, fulfilled in His Son.

Unexcusable —Without excuse. The Confession says that the light of nature and the works of creation
and providence reveal enough of God’s goodness, wisdom, and power “as to leave men unexcusable.” No
one can stand before God and plead that they did not know He existed (Romans 1:20).

Westminster Confession of Faith —The confession of faith written by the Westminster Assembly in the
1640s and published in 1647. It is a summary of the system of doctrine taught in Scripture, organized in
thirty-three chapters, and it serves, with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, as the doctrinal standard of
Presbyterian churches such as the PCA. It is a subordinate standard, always under the authority of
Scripture.
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