CHAPTER 2: OF GOD, AND OF THE HOLY TRINITY STUDENT HANDOUT

TEACHING THROUGH THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH

Chapter 2: Of God, and of the Holy Trinity

LESSON 004 STUDENT HANDOUT

The Nature and Attributes of God §2.1

The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gra-
cious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the
third and the fourth generation.” Exodus 34:6-7

WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH 2.1
1. There is but one only living and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a most pure spirit, invisi-
ble, without body, parts, or passions, immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty, most wise,
most holy, most free, most absolute, working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and
most righteous will, for his own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness
and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the rewarder of them that diligently seek him; and withal
most just and terrible in his judgments; hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. The confession calls God “incomprehensible.” Does that bother you or comfort you?

2. In a person, doing everything “for his own glory” would be arrogant. Why is it good when God does it?

3. We tend to picture God’s love and His anger as two separate moods. If God doesn’t change, where does His anger
actually come from?

)

4.1f a friend told you, “I could never worship a God who ‘will by no means clear the guilty,” how would you
respond?
5. We often pray like we're trying to change God’s mind. If God already planned everything, what is prayer for?

6. When you sin, which comes to mind first: that God forgives, or that God judges? Why?

God’s Independence and Authority §2.2

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1
WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH 2.2
2. God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself; and is alone in and unto himself all-suffi-
cient, not standing in need of any creatures which he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them, but only
manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them: he is the alone fountain of all being, of whom,
through whom, and to whom are all things; and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, for
them, or upon them whatsoever himself pleaseth. In his sight all things are open and manifest; his knowledge
is infinite, infallible, and independent upon the creature; so as nothing is to him contingent or uncertain. He
is most holy in all his counsels, in all his works, and in all his commands. To him is due from angels and men,
and every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience, he is pleased to require of them.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What makes God different from creatures?

2. Many people are uncomfortable with the idea of a God who has absolute, unchallengeable control to do “whatso-
ever himself pleaseth.” Why is God’s absolute sovereignty actually a massive comfort to the believer?

3. The Confession says that to God, nothing is “contingent or uncertain.” How should this reality change the way
we pray and process our anxieties about the future?

4.If a friend told you, “I think God just wants me to be a good person; He doesn’t care exactly how I worship or
serve Him,” how does the confession challenge that perspective?
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The Trinity §2.3

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Matthew 28:19
WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH 2.3
3. In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity: God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost: the Father is of none, neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is eter-
nally begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. The Holy Spirit is a He not an it. Why is it so important for our faith to remember that the Spirit is a person and
not just ‘a force’?
2. Why would analogies for the Trinity be dangerous for us?
3. If someone said, “Father, Son, and Spirit are just three jobs the one God does—Creator, Savior, Helper,” what's
wrong with that, and why does it matter?
4. How does the Trinity actually shape the way we pray and worship?
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